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ENGLISH EXCERPT

LIFE, IT SEEMS, is a horribly dull thing.

The fact that every single adult always says that their teen years were the best time of their life is proof of
that simple fact. To think that one day I’'m supposed to look back on these meaningless days with
reverence, with jealousy— with the notion that I'll never rise any higher than the place where | currently
stand—is a tragedy.

I'd always assumed that everyone around me was burdened by a similar sense of dread, but it seems
that is not the case. Every last person manages to find some kind of fulfillment, some kind of consolation
in their own way, whether in reading books, listening to music, playing sports, or pouring themselves into
their studies.

By following certain basic rules and acquiring certain basic abilities and generally avoiding any extreme
hardship, I've been able to survive. Food tastes good, and sleep feels great, but no matter what | do, it's
all boring.

It's all so very, very boring.

Every morning | eat breakfast, go to school, walk into my assigned classroom, and sit in my assigned
seat. | never share any particularly meaningful exchanges with anyone. | don’t make friends, and | don’t
offend anyone. | just sit at my desk, waiting for the time to pass me by.

Any stimulation makes the boredom all the more apparent. When you wriggle your body, the pain
resonates. As long as you remain still, you can get by just being there. All | do is gaze upon the boredom
that sits in the back of my mind.

| raise my eyes, taking a quick glance around me.

There is not a single special soul amongst the gathering of thirty unremarkable children in this classroom.
Every last one of them is dull—myself included. What sets me apart from them is that | am always keenly
aware of just how boring | am. The rest of them live with the illusion that life is a colorful, many
splendored thing and that they themselves are special. And every one of them grates on me equally.

| find myself at a loss. | feel a swell of anger both for my own aimless self and for those who feel no such
confusion.

And yet it seems that these days, when all | can do is curse my own dullness, are supposed to be the
height of my life.

Give me a break.

Seriously... Someone, please take my feelings away from me and take me away from this pointless
place.
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BAN DICH TIENG VIET

Cudc sdng nay, budn té t&i mre kho chiu.

Viéc nhirtng ngudi tredng thanh luén miéng bao réng thoi thanh xuan 14 khodng thoi gian tuyét voi nhat
trong cudc doi clia ho cang nhw 1a minh chirng cho cai sy that d4. C&r thér nghi ma xem, néu moét ngay
nao dé tdi phai nhin lai nhirng chudi ngay vé tri nay bang sw han hoan, ghen ti- hay phai nhin lai véi quan
niém rdng minh s& chang thé tién I&n khdi cai vi tri xa hdi hién tai- qua ding |a bi kich ma.

Téi ludn cho rang nhirng ngudi xung quanh minh ludn bi d& ndng b&i nhivng ndi s¢, nhwng cé vé moi
chuyén khéng phai nhw vay. Ai ai ciing c¢b tim cho minh nhirng viéc dé hoan thanh, nhirng sy khuay
khoéa theo cach riéng clia mdi ngwdi nhw doc sach, nghe nhac, choi thé thao hay dién cudng lao dau vao
hoc.

Béng viéc tuan theo nhirng quy téc don gian, thu thap nhitrng k§ nang co ban va tranh di nhirng phién
phirc khéng dang cd, t6i da co thé sinh ton téi thoi diém hién tai. DU cho thirc &n c6 ngon miéng dén dau,
nhirng gi4c ngul cé thodi mai dén nhuéng nao, hay cé lam bét ci viéc gi di chang niva thi téi déu chi cam
thdy mot mau té nhat.

T4t ca déu rat, rat nham chan.

Ngay nao ciing quanh di quan lai viéc &n sang, dén trudng, buwdc téi I6p hoc dwoc xép va ngdi xubng
ché ngdi 4n dinh. T6i chwa bao gid budn chuyén véi ai, cling chdng budn kiém ban hay cé gay sw hiém
khich v&i bat ky nguwdi nao. Cudc sdng can ban chi la ngdi tai chd va chd doi thdi gian troi di.

Bét ct sw hao hirng ciing chi nhw t6 diém thém cho s té nhat nay. Ciing chéng thé nao lam voi né di du
c6 ¢ rii bd t&i mirc ndo, thé nén cir ngdi im do va nhin chdm cham vao sy t& nhat dang hién dién trong
tam tri minh chinh la diéu tét nhét.

Nguwdéc nhin 1&n, t6i danh mat mot vong xung quanh . Chang c6 bat ky ton tai nao ndi bat I&n trong cai l&p
chi biét gom di ba muoi dira tré tm thuwdng nay ca. Pira nao cling tréng chan chudng chang khac gi
nhau, bao gém ca t6i. Nhwng thir chia cét tdi v&i bon ho chinh la sw tw nhan thirc vé mirc d6 té nhat cuia
ban than. Trong khi d6 bon ho ai ciing sbng trong cai do twdng vé thé gi¢i day mau sac nay, tuy nhién cé
mot diém chung déc biét 1a ho déu c6 ac cam veé toi.

Téi cdm thay con gian cang ngay cang sdi suc I&n khi thdy ban than minh thi mat phuwong huéng ma
nhirng ngudi khac lai khéng nhw thé. Bang ra nhw nhirng ngay nay phai 1a dinh cao ctia ddi ngudi chi,
nhwng nhirng gi tdi c6 thé 1am chi la nguyén ria sy t& nhat cGa chinh ban than minh ma théi.

Tha cho t6i di ma.

That sy ddy....Ai d6 lam on hay mang t6i ra khdi noi chi toan 1a nhirng thir cdm xdc vo nghia nay di!!
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